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Friendly Rear, 


22 art, or e 

nation ſoever thou mayſt be celPd by, - 
/ be not ſollicitaus to know. who or what the 
Author of this ſmall Treatiſe is : But let it 
rather be thy Care, to Try and Examine the 
Trauth of what he writes. The Reaſon why he 
bas waved the Diſquſition of Church-Fel- 

"ig and Creeds, Forms and Modes I 
Worſhip, is for no other end, than to de- 
monſtrate that be is one of thoſe, that aß | 
to be quiet, and walk Charitably with his 

Neig boars, and wiſhes, with all 2 Heart, 
Men i rather adorn their Profaſſon 
31 the free Exerciſe of Chriſtian Charity, ty 

4d a Godt Converſation, than ſet their wits 
on the Rack, for the ' Defence 7 their Re- 

A 


* 


2 ee, 


ligious Tenets: And that their Practices 

Add Luſter to their Profeſſions, 
than that their Profeſſions ſhould fland in 
need of ſo many Subterfuges and Evaſions, 


to excaſe the defett of their Practices, bring 


of Apizian, that this would be the only means 
to put 4 ſtop to the Side of Profaneneſs and 
Irreligion, with whith the Chriſtian World 
fs fo 1 overſpread, that it has given great 
Otcaaſi to the growth of Atheilm, and is 
_ almoſt become the Contempt and Scorn of the 
very Heathen. . Firſt Read, then Judge. 
The "Lune deſires nothing 1 than the 
ut and future Happineſs of Mankind in 
foxes which if bis 


Poor Endeavours 

muy in the leaſt meaſure contribate, his deſign 

n anſwer d, and God ſhall have the Glory, 
Wes, ene 

lang, e, and for ever, Amen.” 


"Jeſus Chriſt, it dotb le. 
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Men a true Title to Relipi 
there would but very few in the Ch 7%: 
World be debarr'd from having a Shate 
in ſo Excellent a Thing as trac Relogion 
is. But alas! manyare wondertully'm 
taken in this important Matter, and cri 


* #4 


ting to themſelves a falſe Peace, i in hike 
— and Condition to 


no Pete 
There are many, I believe, ac. 
counting that to be Religion, which in 

reality is not ſo, and contenting them- 
ſelves with the Shadow, whilſt ee 
ſtance is quite neglected. The Truth here: 
of, is a Matter fo far above the reach ofal 


fy, we have itconfirmed unto us by dai- 
the Practices of many 
ſite to their 
&, 
F Mb to very plicable to the preſent 
Age. Religion in Words has many Vo- 
ut very ſmall is the Number of 

+ that are found in the Practick Part 
of it. * Mens Notions are drawn out to a 
fine Thread, and many are very Sagaci- 
in defending. their Religious Tenetz; 
ao many are there whoſe Actiods 
according to the ſtrict Scrip· 
ion of Religion? If any query 
by a Scriptural Definition of 
NM Aaſwer by. That I mean 
beine thereof, as is clearly 
e e Holy Scriptures by ex- 
TN WR ma yeaſily be under- 
he help pol air d Conclu- 

far. fetched Conſe quences. Now. 
pollen James in the fi Chapter of 
pile, Per. 26, and 27. gives us a 
© icon Deſcriptian "7 it, both 
£ — 73 what it is not, 
Irmative, bricfly. ſets 
tc tells us, wer. 2 
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they to do with [7 
Tvakd "be a” com 


 tejveth his bun Heart, \that Mig 
i vain, Henee it i: 5 very Eid 4th | 
it is not making a fair ſhew in e e 
by an External Conformity In Natters | 
relating to Divine Worſhip "wilt | 

to give Men a ri 
in Religion. If 4% Mes ſeek 11 "Religk 
ow, that is, by reaſon of his outward 
Compliance in things/appertaining to the 
Worſhip - of God, think himfelt, or be 
thought by others]: to be a Religious and 
Devout Man, yet bridleth not h \Tongue, 
bat dertiveth his own Heart, that Man's Re- 
lig ion is vain. The unbridled Tongue is 
an unruly Member, and the"occaſion of 
abundance of Miſchief, as may be ſeen 
more at large, - Chap; 2 ver. 6, J, &c. 
Therefore the greater Care ouglit to be 
applied for the Goverment of it The 


Metaphor uſed by the Apoſtleis'very - 
"nificant, [bridleth not his 755 Kue.) Men 
put a Bridle on an Horſe's Head, and the 
Bit in his Mouth, that they may Govern 
him therewith, und turn him * ri 
Pleaſure, and tis uſual to ta 
eſt Bridle for unruly Coltg 


— 


that David expreſſed himſelf on this wiſe, 


ten, Laſcivioaſneſs, | Intemperance, 


_, think to take up their Reſt here. 
abſtaining from — Vice, is no excuſe for 
the committing of another, Indulgence 


we” "43. ME 
4 What Man is he that de 


ſireth Life, and loveth, many Days that 
be may ſee; Good.? 


Let him keep, his 
Tongue from Evil, and his Lips from 
ſpeaking Guile. Wphilſt Mens "ongues 


are tainted with Railery and Reviling, 


and their Lips with ſpeaking Lyes, tis an 
Evident Demonſtration their Profeſſion 
of; Religion is vain. The Government 
of the Tongue in former Ages, even un- 
der the ſhadowy Diſpenſation of the Law. 
Was 


reputed ſo Excellent a Qualificati 


tion, 


T1 ſaid I will 5 heed unto my ways, that 1 
fon not with my Tongue. 1 will keep my Moath 


with «Bridle, while the micked is Hee me. 


Men are very apt to Flatter themſelves 
with a vain Conceit of their own Self- 


Rightecuſneſs, whilſt they think with 


themſelves that they 


have relinquiſhed 
the groſſer Vanities of the World, Ada. 


&c. 
which is a Work abſolutely Neceſſary, 
2 a AO Step towards a true Refor- 
: But this is nat all, there muſt a 
fanker Progreſs be made, Men — 5 

he 
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in the leaſt Sin, is altogether ThcowGitave "i 


with the Work of Grace: But why may 
ſome ſay, So much ado about the bridling 
ol the Tongue. Is this the Bafis of Reli- 
ion, or the only Touchſtone to try it by? 
Flay No. But the Reaſons why fo much 
Streſs is laid upon the Government of the 
Tongue, may be aſſigned as followerh. 
1. Becauſe the Perpetration of groſſer 
Sins, 1s an Argument ſo bare· fſaced and 
deſtitute of all Manner of Covering, that 
at firſt view, it renders: all Pretences to 
Religion utterly vain: Inſomuch that it 
would have been pe: Supervacanenm to 
have ſaid, If any Man pretend to be Re- 
ligious and be an Adulterer, a Fornicator, 
a laſcivious or unclean Per ſon, that Man's 
2. Becauſe Men are Naturally ſo prone 
to offend with the Tongue, and tho they 
may deny themſelves in many other Evils, 
yet are apt to indulge themſelves too 
are many, tho they dare not be ſo auda- 
ciouſly bold as to ſay, Who is Lord ver us? 
Let make little Scruple to ſay, Oar Tongaes 
are our own, and think it but a ſmall Fault 


to he addicted to Swearing, Lying, Equi - 
yocation, Diſſimulation, fooliſh Tak. 
Ti mM 


ing, Idle Jeſting and corrupe Commyini- 
cation, which are too much the Sins of 
this Age. Theſe are they, who tho' in 
outward Appearance they may ſeem to 
be Religious, yet not knowing à Bridle 
to their Tongues, their r is Poſſi- 
tively concluded to be vain. ; 
3. Becauſe it ſeems to be ſo ſmall a Sin, 
even a Trifle in Compariſon of groſſer 
Sins, ſuch as Adultery, Fornication, &. 
And therefore Men redeemed from theſe, 
take the more Liberty and Freedom in 
the Practice of this. Tis a great miſtake, 
for any to hope for Deliverance from the 
guilt of one Sin, by abtoining from the 
Practice of another. 8 
4. Becauſe there is ſo great a Corie- 
ſpondance between the Heart and the 
Tongue, that this diſcovers what the o- 
ther is. A great Philoſopher defines 
Speech to be the expreſs Image of the 
Heart, and a greater than he has aſſured 
us, That out of the abundance of the Fleavt 
15 Mouth ſpealeth. The Intemperat teneſs 
of the Tongue, is a ſufficient Argument 
ny a — ed Heart: And their Reli. 
— to be ſuſpected who cath 
by one en without 1 8 


Fo WY 


JJC 


„ 
Haying hitherto (according to the A- 
ſtles Method) briefly deſcribed what 
eligion is not in, the Negative. The 
next thing that falls under our Conſidera- 
tion is, to demonſtrate what it is in the 
Affirmative, which (omitting Faith and 
Worſhip, that muſt neceſſa ide inclu- 


4 


ded; for the Apoſtle, was not [peaking of 
Idolaters, but ſuch as under à pretence 
and ſhew of Religion, neglected the ne- 


ceſſary Duties of Charity) is thus defined 


in ver. 27. Pure R elig ion and undeſiled be. i 
fore God and the Father, is this, To viſit 
the Fatherleſs and Widows in their Affliction, 
and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the World, 


Hence it is very obſervable. that a refrain- 


ing from Evil, is not ſufficient to give 


Men an Intereſt in the true Religion. 


There muſt be a doing of Good, as well 
as abſtaining from Evil, other wiſe Mens 
retences to Religion are ſtill vain. Pave 
Religion and undeſiled before God. A ſeem- 
ing ſhew and ſemblance of Religion in 
the Sight of Men, the uſual guiſe of Hy- 

pocrites, will not ſuffice, It muit be Pure 
and undefiled in the ſight of Gold. 


| N ”n Vox ſed votum, von muſica chordula, ſed cory 
Non clamans, ſed amans pſallit in aure Pei. 


God 


5 8 1 
God ſees not as Man ſees, Man is too apt 
to look at the out ward Appearance, but 
God looks at the Heart. Good Men and 
great favoured of God, have not been 
from this Infirmity, , Samuel im- 
ſelf affected with'the charming Counten- 
ance and'heroick Looks of Ek, David's 
Brother, was ready to ſay within himſelf, 
Sarely rhe Lord's anointed is before him now. 
Comely Countenances are very charmin 
and a ſhew of Vertue is too often m 
a covert for foul Vice. 


Fl eim vitium fo pecie ou & mb 


© The” Men, Religious Men, ad loch 
as are accounted Eminent for Piety,' may 
be impoſed upon by an outſide Shew, and 
counterfeit Viſage of Religion, yet God 
Almighty cannot be deceived, is Eye 
| penetrates into the innermoſt Corner of 
ji the Heart, and there is nothing fo ſecret 
1 ; amongſt the Sons and Daughters'of Men, 
1 
| 


but it is open and bare betore- the great 
Judge of Heaven and Earth, | The 'Reli- 
gion that will meet with Approbation in 
the ſight of God, muſt be Pure and Unade- 
filed, and exert its Excellency by the Per- 
L - of ones er Charity, ſuch as 

Viſit ing 


* [9] 

Vifiting the Fatherleſ and Widows in their 
Alida. * Tis certain there are other 
Objects beſides the Fatherleſs and Wi- 
dows, towards whom our Charity is to 
be extended, to wit, the Sick, the Stran- 
ger, the Poor and diſtreſſed ;/ but the 
Fatherleſs and Widow being moſtly 
made the Objects of Opprefſion, on whom 
as deſtitute of help, Worldliogs are in- 
duced to think that chey may with the 
greateſt ſecurity Excrciſe their Cruelty, 
are more peculiarly recommended to our 
Care and Patronage. God himſelf has 
frequently declared in Holy Writ, that he 
has a ſpecial regard to the Cauſe of the 
Fatherleſs and Widow, Te ſbal not Affi 
any Widow, nor Fatberleſs Child, Tf thou 
Afict them in any wiſe, and they at all Cry 
unto me, I will bear their Cry, and my Wrath 
ſhall wax Hot, and I will kill you with the 
Sword, and jour Wives ſball be Widows, and 
your Children Fatherleſs, A Father tothe 
Fatherleſs, and a Huſband to the Widow, 
is God in his Holy Habitation. When 
the Lord had given the Children of Hh 
ſo ſevere a Reprimand by the Prophet 
Iſaiab, for their Apoſtacy and Revolt, a- 
mongſt the Terms on which he would 
receive them into Favour again, we have 


theſe. 
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es Relieve the 


Charity; 
when the Performance of this Duty is 
moſt acceptable, wiz. To viſit the Father. 


. 
Ti 
9 ; 

mu 

| 

| | 
! 

4 

| 
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U 
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es!! 7 
reſſed, judge the Fu 
therleſs, ' plead for the Widow, And the 
Complaint againſt the Princes of Iſrael 


was, That they were Rebelious, and Com. 


panions of Thieves, every one loved Gifts, 
and followed after Rewaras, they judged 
not the Fatherleis, neither did the Cauſe 
of the Widow come unto them. Many 
more Scriptures to the like Effect might 
be quoted, but theſe containin os the Sub- 
ſtance. of the Matter may ſuffice, from 
whence it doth evidently appear, that the 
Command is not only not to Aid, nor 


 Oppreſs, but even to plead Defend and 
| F250 the Cauſe f 2 Father 


ir and 


Widows;\ which tho? Men may neglect 


aud take littie notice of; yet God has pro 
miſed if they at 4 (that is in never ſo 


ſmall a Meaſure) cry wats him, he will ſare- 


by bear their Cry, and maintain their Right. 


Theſe chetefore being ſingled out by the 


as the Chiefeſt Objects of our 


Apoſtle, 
he likewiſe ' jotimates the time 


leſs and H idoms in their Aﬀiittions, Straits, 


and Difficulties, I render Viſſes of this 
Nature moſt welcome. Many are for- 
n enough to viſit the Rich and the 


Full; 


— ©) * 
SY ** 


kat) - 5 


therleſs Children, may fit mourning by 
themſelves without Viſiters, tho“ *tis 
theſe, 1 believe, the Apoſtle chiefly Aims 


Miſeries, and relieved in their Necefhties, 
© Amicus certus in re incerta cernitur. 


He's a Friend indeed, 


A helping Hand is never more accept- 


Men are in Proſperity, and the World, 
as it were, Smiles upon them, then they 


ze: them; this is the diſcriminating Time, 
hr. and makes manifeſt who are Friends in- 
the deed.. e 
our It wasa pretty Obſery 


Bl confirmedthe Truth of it to him. 


5, Dum fueris felix, multos numer abis amicos; 
his Tempora fi faerint nabila, ſolus erit. 


Full; but the Poor Widow and her Fa- 
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at, and would have comforted in their 


able, than in times of Affliction. While 


have Friends enough at their beck; but 
r0- if the Scales happen to turn, and Divine 
10 Providence ſuffer a Cloud to come over 


| ation of the Poet, : 
me and I am apt to think Experience had 


ll; TY Pardon 


Wl barely a viſiting the Fatherleſs, ſuch as 
_ N ä 
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. Pardon the Digreſſion, the Nature o 
the Subject opened the Gap, otherwiſe, 


I ſhould not have turned out of the High 


Way. To return therefore to the Matter 
in Hand. Pare Religion and 4 be. 


Futherleſs and Widow in their Aſfliction. 
euere, Ora ſbew of Worſhip, is not ſuffi- 
cient, it muſt be. &gnoxda ravate x) dub 
4 wage 79 Ou. Religion pure and unde- 
filed before God, and this is ee Ai ul eg 
octydg xj xita⸗ > THANE a FJ. To viſit the 
Father lejs and Widow in their Affliction. In 
the Word en which is render'd 
to wiſe, there is a remarkable Emphaſis, 
Vifgting in the my Acceptation implies 
only a going to ſee, but inoxin]sda denotes 
_ @/pecia{and peculiar Care, comprehending 
various: Acts of Chriſtian Charity; ſuch 
as ing them in the Hardſhips and 
Troubles they may meet withal, and 
admioifiriog to their Neceſſities, accord- 
ing to our Abilities; for if there be a 


willing Mind, the Widows Mite is as 
acceptable in the ſight of God, as the 


Rich Man's Talent. God looks not ſo 


much at the Gift, as the Mind of the 


Giver. Eni . Geparts implies not 


* 


fore God and the Father, is this, To viſit the 


are deprived of natural Parents; but alſo, . 

ſuch as are in a forlorn Condition, and de- 3 

flitute of Help. 'Ouz 4pnow dus ipparts ſand 

our Saviour to his Diſciples, I will not 

leave you Comportleſs. It may fall out, that 

ſome, tho they may not be deprived of 

the Benefit and Advantage of their Na. 

tural Parents, yet may have as much 

need of viſiting, nay perhaps more, than 

they that are Fatherleſs indeed. The 

Performance of theſe Chriſtian Duties, is 

à great Evidence of the Truth of our 

Faith, and adds no ſmall Luſter to Reli- 

gion: But we muſt not ſtop here, there's 

ſomething farther ſtill required, 
Acme iar Tiger amd T3 xwour, To keep 

bimſelf unſported from the World, There 

ſeems to be as inſeparable a Connection 

between Charity, and an Holy Life, as be- 

tween the Body and the Soul : For as the 

Body cannot actuate without the Soul, 

ſo pretended Charity without Holineſs 

avails nothing. Let them therefore be- 

'E'ware they be not miſerably miſtaken, 

who go about to ſever them, and are Ex- 

folling Acts of ſuppoſed Charity, as a 

Emerittoattone for the defect of Holineſs. 

AMan may beſtow all his Goods to feed 

as ehe Poor, and give his Body to be burned, 

re ¶ichout any * to himſelf, — = 

5 Y Soul's 
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Soul's Account. For we are affured, 
that no Man can redeem his own Soul, 


nor pay a Ranſom for his Brothers; the 
Price is fo high, the whole World will 
not diſcharge it. The Redemption of the 
Soul is Precious, and as to any thing Man 


of himſelf can perform, ceaſeth for ever. 


The Religion therefore, that is Pure end 


'- anaefiled before God, neceſſarily includes 


Holineſs, as well as Charity, otherwiſe, 
it is but a maim'd and imperſect lifelels 
and unprofitable Religion, and may not 
improperly be term'd a Religion without 


4 Soul. There may, I grant, be a great 
ſhew of Charity, without Holineſs ; but 
real Holineſs is never deſtitute of Charity. 


Acerher iauriy Tweiv. Tokeep bimſelf unſpot. 
ted. Tho? it be not in Man to direct his 
Steps, nor to preſerve himſelf from the 
Pollutions, and Defilements that are in 


tbe World; yet a Means being provided 


of God, and help laid upon one, that is 
mighty to ſave to the utmoſt all that come 
unto God by him, even the Lord Jeſus 


Chrift, the Saviour of Mankind, it great- 
ly behoves all Men to lay hold on him, by 


a lively Faith, and to implore the Aſſiſt- 


ance of his Grace, that hy the Conduct, 


and Heavenly Guidance of it, they may 


rreggere eee ren 


. 
8 


e of 


Coming. And as Men are found in the 
raQice of this  indiſpeolible., Duty, 


1 0 thereunto with all Prayer, in 


this Senſe as they are ſaid to keep them- 
auler and are called Co-workers with God. 
aon dd os x Vuſpotted from the 
World. The World is a place of Spots 
and Defilements. Tis a hard thing to 


touch Pitch and not be defiled. And 


a Religious Mind is careful in convet- 


ſing with Worldlings, not to be- tainted 


with their Spirit. Tis a rare thing to 
meet with an Obadiab in the Houſe of A- 


hab. There are various Temptations in 


the World, wherewithal Satan is conti- 
nually accoſting us. The Leſt of the Fleſb, 


the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. 


Riches, Honour, Grandure, are his uſual 
Baits with which he ſeeks to catch us. 


And therefore Men ought to be always 
upon their Watch, leſt he ſhould take 


them at unawares, and they be o'recome 


by his Subtil Devices, wherewithal he 
daily lies in wait to deceive them. 
Converſation has a wonderful Influence 
over Mens Minds, and too many that 


have made not only a good Begioning, 


but alſo a conſiderable Progreſs in Religi- 


re 7 
on, have been quite Ruin'd by the Com 
pany they have kept. Religious Mind. 
have ſuch a Natural averfion to Ilf Com. 

pany, and Iſl Company to them, that if 

they happen together, they are ſo far from 
maintaining an amicable Society; that 
they are one anothers Burde. 
Now of all that hath been ſaid, this is 
the Subſtance. A ſeeming ſhew of Reli- 
gion, -by an outward Conformity to 
Faithsand Creeds, Rites and Ceremonies 
avails nothing, ſo long as Men know not 
a Bridle to their Tongues, that 1s, can- 
not refrain themſelves from Swearing, 
Lying, Slandering, Reviling, Rail. 
ing; *Evil ſpeaking, fooliſh Talking, cor- 
rupt Communication, and ſuch like, 
which are evident Demonftrations that 
the Heart is not right as it ought to 
be. If any Man ſeem to be Religious, 
and bridleth not his Tongue, that Man's 
Religion is vain. And altho* Men may 
attain to the Government of the Tongue, 
which is indeed an high Attainment, and 
a Leſſon not eaſily learnt; ſo that they 
may be free from the Vices above men- 
tioned; yet they muft not ſtop here, 
there's further Progreſs to be made, more 
Work to be done, the Fatherleſs * Wi- 
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dbws, the Diſtreſs'd and deſtitute of 
Help; are to be viſited in their Affliction, 
that is, to be comforted in their Miſeries, 
aſſiſted in their Straits, and reliev d in their 
Neceſſities. Theſe are Chriſtian Duties 


that true Religion is ever accompanied 


with, and without which, all other Pre- 
tences to it are vain. Pure Religion and un- 
defiled before God and the Fat her, is this, To 
wiſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their Affi. 
ion. And this is not all, there is ſomething 
more required, and to keep himſelf unſpot- 
ted from the World, Holineſs is the 
Crown and Diadem of Religion, without 
which, the Author to the Hebrews tells us, 
No Man ſhall ever ſee the Lord, that is, 
Enjoy him in thofe Cceleftial Manſions, 
which are prepared for the Fatthful. 
The very Etymology of Religion duly 
conſidered, is an epitomized Deſcription 
of it. All Men by depraved Nature, are 
eſtranged from God, Vaſſals to the Po- 
lutions and Defilements that are in the 
World; in a Word, Bondſlaves of Sin and 
Satan ; but when Religion takes hold of 
them, by the powerful Operation of 
Grace, then they come to be bound up 
toGod again. Religio a Religando. They 
that by Sin and Iniquity were in a kind 
th B3 diſmembred, 


eee RT _ SD GDP. , , , OR. 1 60 


* > N F A * - — * » 80 k — m * 
l © _ | © ny | , TT” * : — A 
— — 5 8 3 q * n 
5 * * 0 > PRs * 4 — ” * * * ** # - „ 
; 3 / 1 : * * — Me _ at * F — 1 85 bs 2 
LY ry * - 
- N — A * 0 * . ; a 1 F - 
— ö ns „„ 8 _ g * _— , — 131888 , 
* =; { ' 0 * * a 
% WH * _ oy, . 3 „ 2 ? 4 ag ww tb * 
* 5 * + "* 
ME. = * 2 * * t * 4» »* * 
© * 1 5 An + % — ” . Aon * * 
8 OG a 9 ' 7 „ 1 — 4 
; P — 2 # - N 3 Fg 
* — 7 ern 4 * - a 2 1 * FRB 2 * 7 4 
* » 2 p * £ 1 * — 5 8 * $ 5 — a= _— "0 A 2 — * # 
1 . * 
2 1 2 | 
* — LY i | . , | 
2 "2 1 
; —— * a : Fi — 
0 TT : "a. * * 1 * * 4 
* ; , | MAY : : - "Hh , 1 
; : i . "I a 
1 mn Pd F * F * 4 F ha 1 nc 
-” | g 1 F 
* 5 | Y By if 1 _ — 
$ : - o wany a — 44S 
* 7 . 5 — 5 * 8 
4 uw l — * 5 5 7 * 6 — 4 . 
D609 ww .* > = . : — > 5 x" 
a ; | * - "a 5 n p — 1 
— 0 * . — * — 4 hs 4 * 3 — 7 % * i: 4 * > 
* i "+ on py Ws 
| — N 4 a 91 1 3 1 ; EP 
* : . oy % = 
* 3 
© 2 * 
© e | D 
. 1 4 . * 
.c Q | Aa : 
0 | , + : 1 
A L \ F 1 4 
3 1 1 * 1 5 
«„ A 4 7 © ? Fe = 
— * * 
— 8 „ p _ _ 
. 1 F * * % 
| : 8 0 ; p ji : „„ 
— . | | * 2 
„ C „ A 22 = " 
i a. * - * 
S 4 + * , * 3 4 
. "= - > — 1 
. o * : 8 4 and % — * . 
+ d 4 „ * # e # — 
: % $ID . ' % "By 
, * 8693 * wont 
£9 * * — Dow y 
"EN q ws * * mY * ( 
7 * * * * a & — 
— — . | ik Pitnd * * K 
mz — 


——— 2 AANTO TEES" 1 4 
= i . A 1 ——— ———— A ne an. 
- PRs. - 
, y ey . — 


. 
- bh 


— ag, A 96-1; 5-2 Moy alter nt 
K — err e 
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more to the Contempt and Scorn 
of the Prophane Atheiſt, than the Vici- 


ous Lives, and ungoverned Paſſions of 
the Profeſſors thereof; fo on the contrary, 
there is nothing adds ſo much to its Repu- 
tation and Honour, as the Innocent De» 
portment, and pious Converſation of its 


Votaries. Daily Experience is a ſuffici- 


ent Confirmation of the Truth hereof, 
and it were greatly to be wiſhed, that all 


the Profeſſors of Religion, (but more 
eſpecially ſuch as n to a Reforma- 


tion in Religious Matters) would ſeriouſly 
weigh and conſider with themfElves, how 
much they are concerned herein. It is 


a matter of fo great moment, that their 


future Happinets or Miſery depends on it. 


And therefore it greatly behoves all to 


deal plainly with themfelves, in ſuch an 


Men are in the outward Concerns of this 
Life, that they may not be cheated nor 
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important Affair. We ſee how Careful 


being 


2 20 1 75 
about to Purchaſe an Eſtate, Jens 
not apply hi utmoſt Care and Diligence, 
that his Title may be good and valid in 
Law, left it ſhout be extorted out of his 
Hand again? Are Men ſo cautious about 


{altho* no other Evil occurrent = 
ſnatch away from them) yet Death w 

ſurely deprive them of? And are they 
unconcerned in things relating to a fu- 
rure State, ſuch things as will attend 
them beyond the Grave, to the Cœleſtial 
Manſions of Eternal Bliſs, to be with God 


and his Holy Angels, or draw them 


down into utter Darkneſs, there to be 
Eternally Tormented with the Devil and 
His infernal Crew. Suffer me to E 
ſtulate with, you a little, O ye Profeſſors 


Name ſoever you be, or whatever your 
Circumſtances, as to the things of this 
World are, whether High or Low, Rich 
or Poor, Noble or Ignoble, with God 


there is no reſpeQ of Perſons. Suffer me, 


I fay,. to Expoſtulate with you, and be 
not offended, that you are thus put upon 
the Trial of = Religions. It will be 
your greate 

TOOK 4nd ſee with Steps you have anc, 
an 


theſe inferiour tranſient Objects, which 


of Reli gion, of what Denomination, or 


Intereſt to Examine your 


| and each Society of Peop 


ſors of Religion? Are you fallen ſo 


Bulwark. 
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and how far your Practices will agree 

with the preceeding Scriptural Definition 
of Religion. The World is fill'd. with 


e * 


Controverſies about R 1 7 rinciples, 
C e ſtrenouſly en · 
deavouring to maintain their Tenets, and 
to Triumph over thoſe of the contrary, 
or differing Wee api inthe Interim, 
the practick and moſt neceſſary Part of 
Religion is egregiouſly neglectet. 
'- What ſhall T ſay, O ye carna! Proſel | 
aſleep in your Profeſſions, that you can- 
not be awakened? are your Eyes become 
ſo dim, that you cannot ſee? Are your 
Ears fo heavy, that you cannot hear, and 
your Hearts ſo ſtupid, that you canuo 
underſtand? Rouze up and be awakened 
open your Eyes, look about you and ſee 
where you are, and what your Profeſſion 
of Religion has done for you. Tis pro- 
bable you may have erected ſtrong Holds, 
and fortified your ſelves with curious 
Notions, and yet may want the ſtrongeſt 
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Innoceney 


without Scurrilit 


your Tongues? Has it taught 


* a 
; a 71 4 9 
* hs. * * 


| © Tangeeny is fre Forres, andthe 
is not my defign to invite you to embrace 


Place in perilous Times. It 


g 


this or the ather Opinion, or barely to 
join with this or the other Society of Peo- 
ple; bur to ſtir you up to a ſtrict Exami- 
nation of the Fruits of your - Profeſſion. 
What has your Religion done for you? 


Has it taught you. to walk Charitably 
wich your Neighbours ? Can you paſs by 


thoſe of a different Judgment, without 
Snarling at them? Can you Diſcourſe 
with your Companions, concerning thoſe 
that diffent from you in Religious Tenets, 
and Obtractation? 
Can 'you hear and bear the Railery and 
Reviling of the Irreligious and Prophane, 
without rendring the like cochem again ? 
Has your Religion taught you 'to bridle 


Yo 29 pur 
king, Ly- 


py 


away all manner, of fooliſh Tall 
ing, Equivocation, Diffimulation, idle 


JeRing, and corrupt Communication? If 


you do not Experience a Redemption from 
theſe Things, all your other Pretences to 
Religion are to little Purpoſe. F any 
Man ſeem to be Religious, and bridleth not 
his Tongue, bat deceiveth his own Heart, 
that Man's Religion is vain. 2 
21 Wini 1 | wit 
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with your ſelves, O ye Profeſſors of Re- 
ligioo, that are Crna like; exalted 
as high as Heaven; and beware that theſe 
ting caſt you not down as low as Hell. 
Was ever any Age of the World more 
addicted to Vices of this Nature, than 
as M as Prophane, indulging them- 
ſelves herein, and even glory ing in that 
whereofthey ought rather to be afhamed. 
What Lamentation ſhafl I rake up? Or, 
where withal ſhall-I bemoan the luke- 
warch Scate of Religion, and the viſiblo 
decay of Piety in this Age? To what 
purpoſe are all yoar ſdlemn Aſſemblies, 
and your ſeeming ſhew of Devotio ion. ſo 
long as your PraQtices: ſpeak aloud, and 
evidently declare that many things incon- 
amongſt you ? If all the Swearers, che 
Lyars, the Evil Speakers, the Diſſem- 
blers, the fooliſn 'Talkers, and Idle Je- 
ſters, were blotted out of the Catalogve 
of Religion, what a ſmall Number of 
Names would remain uncancelled? "Be © 
perſu aded, I beſeech you, whatever your 
Pretences to Religion may be, to enter 
upon a ſtrict Examination of your ſelves, 


51): clear. 
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clear of the groſſer Evils, that are in the 
World; ftop not here, nor ſatisfy your 
ſelves with this; but make farther Trial, 

and ſee whether you be of that Numbes 
that viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their 
Afi tows, and how far 
in ſtretching out a Ha 
Helpleſs, and miniſtring to 


ofthe Poor and Needy, according to your 


of Help, 


tothe 


ſeveral Abilities. And when all this is 
aſcend in ſecret 


done, let your Prayers 
un Almighty God, for his Divine Aſſi- 


ſtance, that you may thereby be kept 
unſput ted tg the Wears, that you may 


ſerved blameleſs unto the Coming of the 


your Mouths, that you may not _— 
your Lips, and a keeping of your Tongues 
as with a Bridle, leſt you ſhould o 
therewith. Then ſhall you feel“ your 
Hearts to be open to the Fatherleſs and 
Widows, the Needy and Diſtreſſed; and 
being thus filled with the Love of God; 
vyout Love and Good Will, Charity and 
Bowels of Compaſſion will flow forth to 


the enn Creation, and your: Religion 


„ 


are concernꝭd 
to the Neceſſities 


not be ſtain d with the Pollutions and 
Defilements that are therein; hut be pre- 


Lord jeſus. Then you will certainly 
witneſs, the ſetting oa Watch before 
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(let Men call it what they Pleaſe) will 
carry its Evidence along with it, that it 
is ſuch as will meet with acceptance in 
the ſight of God, who will certainly ren- 
der a Reward to every Man according 
to his Deeds. To them who by Patient 
Continuance in Well doing, ſeek for Glory 
and Honour, Immortality, and Eternal 
Life: But unto them that are Contenti- 
ous, and obey not the Truth; but obey 
Unrighteouſneſs, Indignat ion and Wrath, 
Tribulation and Anguiſn upon every 
Soul of Man that doth Evil; of the Jew 
firſt, and alſo of the Gentile: But Glory, 
Honour, and Peace, to every Man that 
doth Good, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to 
the Gentile, God Almighty incline 
your Hearts to ſeek after the beſt Thiogs, 
and when ye have found them, grant 
that ye may put them in Practice; for 
this is the very Crown of Knowledge, 
without which, it will be-ſo far from 
contributing to your Benefit and Advan- 
tage, that it will only aggravate your 
Condemnation. If ye know theſe Things, 
(aid our Saviour to his Followers) happy 
[ball Je be, if ye do them. 1 
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JAcred Hiſtory - or the Hiſtorical Part of 
the Holy Scriptures of the OLD Teſta- 
ment, digeſted into due Method, with 1 
to Order of Time and Place; with ſome Ob- 
ſervations, tending to Illuſtrate the fame; 


with a Table to the whole, by Thomas Elmore. 


Price 105. . 
Sacred Hiſtory; or the Hiſtorical Part of 


the Hol Scriptures of the NE W Teſtament, 


digeſted into due Method, with reſpect to Or- 


der of Time and Place; with ſome Obſer va- 


tions, tending to Illuſtrate the ſame; with a 
Table to the whole, by Thomas Ellwood. pr. 9 5s. 
A Journal, or Hiſtorical Account, of the 


Life, Travels, Sufferings, Chriſtian Experi- 


ences, and Labour of Love, in the Work of 


the Miniſtry, of that Ancient, Eminent, and 


Faithful Serving of Jeſus Chriſt, George: Fox. 
The Second Edition in two Volumes, Pr. 103. 

A Collection of many Select and Chriſtian 
Epiſtles, Letters and Teſtimonies, written 
on ſundry Occaſions, by that Ancient, Emi- 
nent, Faithful Friend and Miniſter of Jeſus 


Chriſt, George Fox, Price 11 . 
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